History in A Tale of Two Cities:

Disclosure of the Past and Reconstruction of the Present

60
Waverley, 1814 60 Tis Sixty Years Since
60
Barnaby Rudge, 1841
1780 A Tale
of Two Cities, 1859 1789
1793-94 60
1830 1780
1
2 1745
Edward Waverley 1814
2

1 John Willet



Ruban Haredale

97-98

Charles Darnay
Alexandre Manette 1767
Ernest Defarge

St. Evrémonde

1793
1767



Hutter 448

209

129 *

Lucie Manette

1767

infanticide

126

202-05

47



1793

I look only to sharing your fortunes, sharing your life and home, and being
faithful to you to the death. Not to divide with Lucie her privilege as your

child, companion, and friend; but to come in aid of it, and bind her closer to

you, if such a thing can be. (139)

family romance

129

Totem and Taboo, 1913
139



Great Expectations, 1860-61

Pip
Orlick
Mrs Joe Gargery
53
Moynahan 64-67
114
126

120

139

Thérése Defarge

Companion 156-57

Dolge



75

19

129

Edward Chester

Historical Novel 72

343



1789
1793

1757

shrouds

John
Barsad, aka Solomon Pross
184
1793



David 145

1767 1785

humanisme

Thomas

Macaulay The History of England, 1848-61 1

progress

Child s History of England, 1851-53

Saint Dunstan, ?-988

Gorniak 26



1757 1767

4-5
10-11
1841

what we falsely call a religious cry

Hunt Xxiv

Letters 9: 259



10

Historical Novel 72

David, Marcel. Fraternité et Révolution Francais 1789-1799. Paris: Aubier, 1987.

Dickens, Charles. Barnaby Rudge. 1841; Harmondsworth: Penguin, 2003.

---. Great Expectations. 1860; Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1985.

---. Master Humphrey s Clock and A Child s History of England. 1840-41, 1851-
53: Oxford: Oxford UP, 1998.

---. A Tale of Two Cities. 1859; Harmondsworth: Penguin, 2003.

Gorniak, George. The English Revolution. The Dickens Magazine. 3.4 (2005):
26-28.

Hunt, Lynn. The Family Romance of the French Revolution. Berkeley: U of
California P, 1992.

Hutter, Albert D. Nation and Generation in A Tale of Two Cities. PMLA 93
(1978): 448-62.

Mynahan, Julian. The Hero s Guilt: The Case of Great Expectations. Essays in
Criticism. 10 (1960): 60-79.

Sanders, Andrew. The Companion to A Tale of Two Cities. London: Unwin Hyman,
1988.

---. The Victorian Historical Novel, 1840-1880. New York: Palgrave, 1978.

Storey, Graham, ed. The Letters of Charles Dickens. Vol.9. Oxford: Clarendon,
1997.

1990 10 2

2003

26 (2007): 2-14

28 (2005): 3-14



11

History in A Tale of Two Cities:

Disclosure of the Past and Reconstruction of the Present

In A Tale of Two Cities, Dickens merges psychoanalysis into history.
Psychoanalysis and history are contradictory in themselves, because, according to
Certeau, psycho-analysis reconstructs the present by inducing people to retrace
the past and to reconfirm the connection between the past and the present while
history presupposes that the present is divided from the past.

Dickens induces Manette and Darnay to psychologically go back to the past
and reconsider what to do in the present. When the accusation written by Manette
in 1767 is read out at the trial in 1793, Darnay is led to accept the death sentence
to atone for the crime committed by his father and Manette regresses into his past
to punish himself, who gave the death penalty to his son-in-law.

Mr and Mrs Defarge have kept Menette s writing since 1789 and publish it at
the trial. They, as well as having their personal revenge on the St. Evrémonde by
condemning Darnay to death, try to shock the whole audience, because they as
revolutionists need to justify the construction of the republic by adducing St.
Evrémonde s assault on the common people as an example of the misgovernment
under the ancien régime. In doing so, they force Manette and Darnay to recognize
that their past is not broken from the present, contradictorily taking advantage of
the break between the past and the present brought about by the revolution, which
carved out the present of the republic by ending the past ruled by the ancien
régime. Without the break, they could not testify in court and justify themselves
as revolutionists. Dickens, in describing Mr and Mrs Defarge s way of connecting
and disconnecting the past with the present, builds psycho-analytic elements into

a historical novel.



