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A WONDERFUL fact to reflect upon, that every human creature is constituted to be
that profound secret and mystery to every other. A solemn consideration, when | enter
a great city by night, that every one of those darkly clustered houses encloses its own
secret; that every room in every one of them encloses its own secret; that every beating
heart in the hundreds of thousands of breasts there, is, in some of its imaginings, a

secret to the heart nearest it! (10) 2
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Still, the Doctor walked among the terrors with a steady head. No man better known
than he, in Paris at that day; no man in a stranger situation. Silent, humane,
indispensable in hospitals and prison, using his art equally among assassins and victims,
he was a man apart. In the exercise of his skill, the appearance and the story of the
Bastille Captive removed him from all other men. He was not suspected or brought in
guestion, any more than if he had indeed been recalled to life some eighteen years before,

or were a Spirit moving among mortals. (260)
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American Notes (1842)
(‘Philadelphia,
and Its Solitary Prison’) (‘Eastern Penitentiary’)

In its intention, 1 am well convinced that it is kind, humane, and meant for
reformation; but | am persuaded that those who devised the system of Prison
Discipline, and those benevolent gentlemen who carry it into execution, do not know
what it is that they are doing. | believe that very few men are capable of estimating
the immense amount of torture and agony which this dreadful punishment, prolonged
for years, inflicts upon the sufferers; and in guessing at it myself, and in reasoning
from what | have seen written upon their faces, and what to my certain knowledge
they feel within, 1 am only the more convinced that there is a depth of terrible
endurance in it which none but the sufferers themselves can fathom, and which no

man has a right to inflict upon his fellow-creature. (99)
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A Tale of Two Cities: The Trauma and Its Influence

YOSHIDA, Kazuho

A Tale of Two Cities (1859) is Dickens's 12th novel, serialized unillustrated in
weekly parts in A/l the Year Round (April 30 to November 26, 1859). It was
simultaneously issued in eight monthly numbers by Chapman and Hall, illustrated by
Hablot K. Browne. It was published in one volume in 1859.

The purpose of this paper is to show the theme of the traumatic impact and its
influence on a man in A 7ale of Two Cities. In this novel, Dickens brought out the
contrast between the affairs of England and France in the eighteenth century and the
traumatic impact of French Revolution on private lives. He represented the
interrelationship of past and present, and the interconnection between memory and the
consequences of remembering, in both public and the private realms. Dickens showed
readers how the past experience of Dr. Manette in the Bastille had an influence on his
life after having left the prison. Doctor Manette was, in 1757, a physician in Beauvais
who was taken by Marquis St. Evremondes and his twin brothers and forced to attend a
peasant girl who had been raped by the young brother; Dr. Manette also cared for the
girl's brother, wounded while defending her honor. After the patients died, the
Marquis St. Evremond had the doctor, who knew too much, thrown into Bastille to keep
him quiet. There he remained for 18 years. Two years after his imprisonment began,
his English wife, Madame Manette, died and their orphaned infant daughter, Lucie,
was taken to England by Jarvis Lorry, the family’s financial advisor. A Tale of Two
Cities begins when Manette is released from prison and recalled to life. Lorry escorts
the 17-year-old Lucie, who has never seen her father, to Paris to bring the doctor back to
England. At first the doctor, who has worked as a shoemaker in prison, fails to
recognize Lorry or his daughter, but her loving care and her physical remembrance to
his wife, especially her golden hair, gradually restore him. When Lucie marries

Charles Darnay, a French émigré in England, however, the doctor temporarily reverts to



his prison occupation as a shoemaker on learning that Darnay is really the Marquis St.
Evremonde, the nephew of the Marquis who had him imprisoned. When Charles is
arrested in Paris, Manette works to save him, but a manuscript he wrote in prison
describing the crimes of the St. Evremondes is revealed by Defarge and Darnay is
condemned to death. Although Dr. Manette regains his own mental ‘life’ by meeting
Lucie, his daughter again, he inevitably relapses into mental ‘death’, because he
remembers the past imprisonment at Bastille. Dickens showed how the past trauma
had a great influence on a man by representing the mental change of Dr. Manette and
his trauma could not be erased from his mind if he were faced by anything which

reminded him of his painful past.






