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MLL (Mrs. Emma Lirriper)

It is forty years ago since me and my poor Lirriper got married at

St. Clement"s Danes, .... My poor Lirriper was a handsome figure of
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a man, with a beaming eye and a voice as mellow as a musical
instrument made of honey and steel, but he had ever been a free
liver being in the commercial travelling line ... and this led to
his running through a good deal and might have run through the
turnpike too when that dreadful horse that never would stand still
for a single instant set off, but for its being night and the gate
shut, and consequently took his wheel, my poor Lirriper and the gig
smashed to atoms and never spoke afterwards. (370)°

(* it was early in the second year of my married

life that 1 lost my poor Lirriper” )(372)

40
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(371) (Mr. Wilkins Micawber)

10)

(John Dickens, 1785-1851)
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Such was the beginning of the Major®"s occupying the parlours and
from that hour to this the same and a most obliging Lodger and
punctual in all respects except one irregular which 1 need not
particularly specify, but made up for by his being a protection and
at all times ready to fill in the papers of the Assessed Taxes and
Juries and that, and once collared a young man with the drawing-room
clock under his coat, and once on the parapets with his own hands
and blankets put out the kitchen chimney and afterwards attending
the summons made a most eloquent speech against the Parish before
the magistrates and saved the engine, and ever quite the gentleman

though passionate. (378)

12)

(371)



(Edson)

(380)

(384)

Then 1 brought the baby in its wrappers from where it lay, and 1
says:

“ My dear this is sent to a childless old woman. This is for me to
take care of.”

The trembling lip was put up towards my face for the last time,
and 1 dearly kissed it.

“ Yes my dear,” | says. “ Please God! Me and the Major.”

I don"t know how to tell it right, but I saw her soul brighten and

leap up, and get free and fly away in the grateful look. (387)



5 (390)

But what my inexpressible feelings were when we lost that child
can only be compared to the Major®s which were not a shade better,
through his straying out at five years old and eleven o"clock in the
forenoon and never heard of by word or sign or deed till half-past
nine at night, when the Major had gone to the Editor of the T7imes
newspaper to put in an advertisement, which came out next day
four-and-twenty hours after he was found, and which I mean always
carefully to keep in my lavender drawer as the first printed account
of him. (389)

9

27

(Ellen Ternan, 1839-1914)
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In this way Jemmy grew and grew and went to day-school and
continued under the Major too, and in summer we were as happy as the
days were long, and in winter we were as happy as the days were
short and there seemed to rest a Blessing on the Lodgings for they
as good as Let themselves and would have done it if there had been

twice the accommodation, ... (393)

(* he began to laugh in a sort of confidence with the fire” )(398)

(* ...laughed again, musically” )(ibid.)

(Bobo) (Seraphina)

“ And was there no quarrelling?” asked my respected friend, as

Jemmy sat upon her lap and hugged her.
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“ No! Nobody ever quarrelled.”

“ And did the money never melt away?”

“ No! Nobody could ever spend it all.”

“ And did none of them ever grow older?”

“ No! Nobody ever grew older after that.”

“ And did none of them ever die?”

0, no, no, no, Gran!” exclaimed our dear boy, laying his cheek
upon her breast, and drawing her closer to him. “ Nobody ever
died.” (401)

«

my respected friend’

MLL

13)

14)

(Catherine Dickens, 1815-79)
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The Uncommercial Traveller®

37 12 1863 AYR

“ The Calais Night Mail” (May 2)
Some Recollectios of Mortality” (May 16)
“ Birthday Celebrations” (June 6)

“ The Short-Timers” (June 20)

“ Bound for the Great Salt Lake” (July 4)
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“ The City of the Absent” (July 18)
“ An Old Stage-Coaching House” (August 1)
“ The Boiled Beef of New England” (August 15)
“ Chatham Dockyard” (August 29)
In the French-Flemish Country” (September 12)
Medicine Men of Civilisation” (September 26)
“ Titbull®s Alms-Houses” (October 24)
(William Howitt, 1792-1879)
19)
2 AYR
“ Rather a Strong Dose” (March 21)
“ The Martyr Medium” (April 4)

MLL

29 “ Titbull®s Alms-Houses”

When I recall one old gentleman who is rather choice in his

shoe-brushes and blacking-bottle, 1 have summed up the domestic

elegances of that side of the building. (297)*

12

- 12 -



ur

2 9 6

On the occurrence of a death in Titbull®s, it is invariably agreed
among the survivors—and it is the only subject on which they do
agree—that the departed did something “ to bring it on.” Judging
by Titbull®s, | should say the human race need never die, if they
took care. But they don"t take care, and they do die, and when they
die in Titbull"s they are buried at the cost of the Foundation.

(297)

28 “ Medicine Men

of Civilisation”
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Other funerals have | seen with grown-up eyes, since that day, of
which the burden has been the same childish burden. Making game.
Real affliction, real grief and solemnity, have been outraged, and
the funeral has been “ performed.” The waste for which the funeral
customs of many tribes of savages are conspicuous, has attended
these civilised obseqies; and once, and twice, have I wished in my
soul that if the waste must be, they would let the undertaker bury
the money, and let me bury the friend. (285)

7,8

(284)

1863

3 26 (Augustus Egg, 1816-63)

22)

23 " The City of the Absent”

Caged larks, thrushes, or blackbirds, hanging in neighbouring courts,

pour forth their strains passionately, as scenting the tree, trying
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to break out, and see leaves again before they die, but their song

is Willow, Willow—of a churchyard cast. (236-37)

And again: possibly some shoeless boy in rags passed through this
street yesterday, for whom it is reserved to be a Banker in the
fulness of time, and to be surpassing rich. Such reverses have been,
since the days of Whittington; and were, long before. 1 want to

know whether the boy has any foreglittering of that glittering
fortune now, when he treads these stones, hungry. Much as I also
want to know whether the next man to be hanged at Newgate yonder,
had any suspicion upon him that he was moving steadily towards that
fate, when he talked so much about the last man who paid the same

great debt at the same small Debtors® Door. (239)

12

12
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21 “ The Short-Timers”
“ 1 can slip out at my door, in the small hours after any midnight,
and, in one circuit of the purlieus of Covent-garden Market, can
behold a state of infancy and youth, as vile as if a Bourbon sat
upon the English throne; a great police force looking on with
authority to do no more than worry and hunt the dreadful vermin
into corners, and there leave them. Within the length of a few
streets | can find a workhouse, mismanaged with that dull short
sighted obstinacy that its greatest opportunities as to the children
it receives are lost, and yet not a farthing saved to any one. But
the wheel goes round, and round, and round; and because it goes
round—so | am told by the politest authorities—it goes well.”
(209-10)

AYR

12
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2 ur

20 “ Birthday Celebrations”

5,6
Olympia was most beautiful (of course), and | loved her to that
degree, that | used to be obliged to get out of my little bed in the
night, expressly to exclaim to Solitude, “ 0, Olympia Squires!”
Visions of Olympia, clothed entirely in sage-green, from which 1
infer a defectively educated taste on the part of her respected
parents, who were necessarily unacquainted with the South Kensington
Museum, still arise before me. (200)

5,6 ur 51

(Lucy Stroughill) 1859
A Tale of Two Cities (Lucie
Manette) 1860 6 30 AYR

ur 12 * Dullborough Town”

(Maria Beadnell,1810-86)
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I gave a party on the occasion. She was there. It is unnecessary to
name Her more particularly; She was older than I, and had pervaded

every chink and crevice of my mind for three or four years. (202)

3,4

Behind a door, in the crumby part of the night when wine-glasses
were to be found in unexpected spots, | spoke to Her—spoke out to
Her. What passed, | cannot as a man of honour reveal. She was all
angelical gentleness, but a word was mentioned—a short and dreadful
word of three letters, beginning with a B*®—which, as | remarked at

the moment, “ scorched my brain.” (203)

(* ... to the

bitter powder and the wretchedness again” )(204)
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1863 1 18

26)

(* an anxiety not to be mentioned here” )

1863 24

30 22

19 “ Some Recollections of Mortality” 25 23

1840 1 14

When the agonised girl had made those final protestations, | had
seen her face, and it was in unison with her distracted heartbroken

voice, and it was very moving. It certainly did not impress me by
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any beauty that it had, and if | ever see it again in another world
I shall only know it by the help of some new sense or intelligence.
But it came to me in my sleep that night, and I selfishly dismissed

it in the most efficient way I could think of. (197)

1837 5 7

(Mary Hogarth, 1819-37) 17 3

1836 4

Pickwick Papers Oliver Twist 6

1838 2

1863 “a

very notable uncommercial experience” (198)
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1863 ur

[ ]

20

1855 2 22

(Charles [Charley] Dickens, 1837-96)

(Kate Dickens, 1839-1929)

(Mary Dickens, 1838-96)

(Georgina Hogarth, 1827-1917)

- 21 -



MLL 22

MLL

28)

1811-63)

1858

27)

MLL UT 1863

(William M. Thackeray,

Mrs. Lirriper"s Lodgings

- 22 -



1)John Forster, The Life of Charles Dickens—Memorial Edition—

(London: Chapman and Hall, 1911), vol. 1, p. 34.

2) — — , 1998 , 68
3)Christmas Stories (The New Oxford Illustrated Dickens, Oxford

University Press,1964), p. 295.

4) , , 105

5) MLL

6)1863 9 14 W. H. Wills “ 1 have begun at the Xmas
No., and the title is Mrs. Lirriper®s Lodgings.” (The

Letters of Charles Dickens, vol. 10 1862-1864, ed. Graham Storey

[Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998], p. 289)

7) cS

8) AYR

NDMLL The New Oxford Illustrated Dickens CS
10)

David Copperfield(1849-50) 11

a certain condescending roll in his voice” (The

New Oxford Illustrated Dickens, Oxford University Press, 1987, p. 156)

11)Gwen Watkins, Dickens in Search of Himself: Recurrent Themes and

- 23 -



Characters in the Works of Charles Dickens (Houndmills: Macmillan,
1987), pp-. 39-40.

12)Deborah A. Thomas, “ Dickens®™ Mrs. Lirriper and the Evolution of a
Feminine Stereotype” in Dickens Studies Annual, vol. 6, ed. Robert B.
Partlow, Jr. (Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1977),
p. 163.

13)Deborah A. Thomas, p. 161.

14)Cf. Deborah A. Thomas, p. 166.

15)1863 10 28 Joseph Hindle “ ... when we took
our separate courses | took mine forever”

(The Letters of Charles Dickens, vol. 10,

p. 305)
16) 1862

1863 Cf. John Bowen, “ Belle
and * His Boots’ : Dickens, Ellen Ternan and the Christmas Stories”

in The Dickensian, vol. 96, 2000, pp. 202-07

17)" Mrs. Lirriper ... is his [i.e. Dickens"s] reconciliation with the
mother who had for so many years meant nothing to him.” (Gwen Watkins,
p- 69).

18) ur

19) 1858 AYR 12 The

Haunted House

[ , 1994], 57

- 24 -



20)UT The Uncommercial Traveller and
Reprinted Pieces (The New Oxford Illustrated Dickens, Oxford
University Press, 1964)
21)

(Vintners® Almshouses)
22)1863 4 22 Wilkie Collins (The Letters of
Charles Dickens, vol. 10, p. 238)
23)Harry Stone, The Night Side of Dickens: Cannibalism, Passion,
Necessity (Columbus: Ohio State University Press, 1994), pp. 247-48.
24)“ an autobiographical voice” (Albert J. Guerard, 7he Triumph of the
Novel : Dickens, Dostoevsky, Faulkner [New York: Oxford University

Press, 1976], p. 139).

25) B “ bah” “ boy”
The Uncommercial Traveller —Dickens
— 1 ., 1969], 195
26)Sir Joseph Olliffe “ Probably concerning
Ellen Ternan” (The Letters of Charles Dickens,

vol. 10, p. 196)

27)A Dickens Chronology, ed. Norman Page (Houndmills: Macmillan, 1988),
p. 114.

28)“ some kind of oblique, posthumous tribute to Mrs. Dickens” (Peter

Ackroyd, Dickens [London: Sinclair-Stevenson, 1990], p. 936).

- 25 -



