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“Your sister is given to government.”

“Given to government, Joe ?” I was startled, for I had some shadowy idea (and I
am afraid I must add, hope) that Joe had divorced her in favour of the Lords of the
Admiralty, or Treasury.
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The administration of mutton instead of medicine, the substitution of Tea for

Joe, and the baker for bacon, were among the mildest of my own mistakes.
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I may here remark that I suppose myself to be better acquainted than any living
authority, with the ridgy effect of a wedding-ring, passing unsympathetically over the

human countenance.
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