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No, nor did he believe it even now. Though he looked the phantom through and through, and
saw it standing before him; though he felt the chilling influence of its death-cold eyes; and marked
the very texture of the folded kerchief bound about its head and chin, which wrapper he had not
observed before: he was still incredulous, and fought against his senses.

The Spirit touched him on the arm, and pointed to his younger self, intent upon his reading.
Suddenly a man, in foreign garments. wonderfully real and distinct to look at: stood outside the
window, with an axe stuck in his belt, and leading by the bridle an ass laden with wood.

To hear Scrooge expending all the earnestness of his nature on such subjects, in a most
extraordinary voice between laughing and crying; and to see his heightened and excited face; would
have been a surprise to his business friendsin the city, indeed.

“It isn’t that,” said Scrooge, heated by the remark, and peaking unconscioudly like his former,
not his latter, self. “It isn’t that, Spirit. He has the power to render us happy or unhappy; to make
our service light or burdensome; a pleasure or atoil. Say that his power lies in words and looks; in
things so slight and insignificant that it is impossible to add and count them up: what then. The
happiness he gives, is quite as great asif it cost afortune.”
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