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The Muddled State of Education and Relationships in Hard Times
RE ALV (BBRAESIR)

Hard Times is often considered Charles Dickens’s industrial novel. Interested in the plight of factory
workers, Dickens travelled to the industrial town of Preston at the end of January, 1854, in order to write an
article about a strike in progress for Household Words. However, the themes that first leap from the pages of
Hard Times are ones that concern education and family. Dickens begins the novel with Thomas Gradgrind’s
famous lines:

Now, what I want is Facts. Teach these boys and girls nothing but Facts. Facts alone are

wanted in life. Plant nothing else, and root out everything else.... This is the principle

on which I bring up my own children, and this is the principle on which I bring up these

children. (7)
From the very first paragraph, Dickens introduces a connection between a utilitarian style of education and
child-rearing. What becomes of children brought up the Gradgrind way? In this presentation, I will explore
the muddled state of family relationships and the connection between these relationships and the Gradgrind
system of education.
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