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( ) We searched for mum everywhere. No one had seen her and

no one knew who we are talking about. Then he[dad] began wandering the confusing streets, the

dirt tracks, the rough pitted road, turning down blind alleys, backstreets, rutted pathways, roads that
curved on themselves, following what he imagined to be the secret trail that mum took when she went
hawking her meager wares. How we wandered that day! The world seemed to be the nightmare of

streets, a fiendish labyrinth of paths and crossroads devised to drive human beings mad, calculated to

get us lost. The world seemed to be composed of recently invented byways and tracks and dirt-roads

created by the endless desire of human beings of shortcuts that elongate journeys, roads that start to
induce their own peculiar form of dreaming on the exhausted soles of the feet. There are demons

lurking underfoot in all the streets of the world that love to take men on terrifying unintended

journeys. (Ben Okri, Songs of Enchantment, p.32)







The right foot for
joy, the left, dread
And the mother
prayed, Child

May you never walk
When the road

waits, famished.
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