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Charlotte Bronté (1816-55) 7he Professor 1857 (written in 1846)
Jane Eyre 1847
Shirley 1849
Villette 1853

Emily Bronté (1818-48)  Wuthering Heights 1847
Anne Bronté (1820-49) Agnes Grey 1847
The Tenant of Wildfell Hall 1848

Juvenile writings
Unfinished novels
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Introduction
Part 1 Illness in the Bronté Narratives

1. From Romantic Suffering to Self-Parody:

The Evolution of Charlotte Bronté’s Iliness Narratives
2. The Plotting and Reportability of IlIness
3. The Diagnosis of Nelly Dean:
The ‘Unreliable’ Narrator in Wuthering Heights

Part 2 Nursing in the Bronté Narratives

4. Mid-Nineteenth Century Nursing and Mothering

5. Beyond Bessie Leaven: Jane Eyre’s Progress Towards True Nursing

6. Florence Nightingale’s Sisters: Unprofessional Nurses in Shirley

7. APainful Case: Lucy Snowe’s Loss of Mothering

8. Alice Grey and Helen Huntingdon: Anne Bronté’s ‘Working’ Mothers
Conclusion
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illness, disease, sickness
consumption
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1821 Maria ‘internal cancer’
1825 Maria
1848 9 Branwell 12
1849 5 Anne ‘consumption’
1855 3 38
1857 6 Patrick 84
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Consumption;
Typhus;
Measles;
“Hooping-cough” [Whooping-cough];
Gout;
Rheumatism;

( )
Malaria, Cholera, Miasima
Stroke/Apoplectic attack;

Fever; Cold; Influenza;

Headache; X

Brain Fever;

Hysteria,;

Hypochondria;

Monomania;

nerve X Helen Small

Delirium tremens;
hydrophobia/rabies

Elizabeth ‘typhoid’
‘consumption’

11

Love’s madness



