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“] am a despot in nature, that is perfectly true; and every strong
willed man,is a natural despot; but a despot is not always a 'tyrant,
nor am I one. I cannot help feeling strongly; my constitution was
given to me by my Maker. ['cannot help my tendency to prefer my
own views to other people’s. | have acquired all I know amidst
suffering and privation, ... A self educated man is always strongly
opinionated — for he feels he owes his mental superiority to no
other man'‘s teaching. Such a man is ever jealous of other people’s

control — and is never likely to seek fetters for his opinion.”
(Thomas Cooper, Leicestershire Mercury ,1842)
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The Daily News.

ONDON, WEDNESDAY, JAN. 21, 1846,

Ix the outset of such an undertaking as we com-
mence to-day, it is perhaps excusable that, turning
far & moment from the many gquestions of public
interest which erowd upon us for consideration, we
should devote a few words to ourselves and the course
which lies before us.
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SUPERSTITIONS AND TRADITIONS.

THE pedigree of Superstition is easily traced.
She is the offspring of Ignorance and Fear,
and has fully developed with her growth

the qualities of both her parents. She has
unfortunately been very long-lived, and it is
almost a question, whether she will ever die,
Tradition, her daughter (whose sire was
Custom), sustaining her existence with a
devotion more than commonly filial.

Superstition is a hag that always rides in darkness,

but we occasionally, even now, get glimpses
of her flight, and the time is not so very far
gone by since she was a constant guest not
only in pauperum taberuas (the habitation of
k the poor). but requmgue turres (in the
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BIRTH OF PLANTS

THE Vegetable World bears insoibed upon
its glorious front, a threefold purpose. The

first, implies that which Emerscn would de-
A WEEKLY - JOURNAL e

C light to call the culinary use of plants. Under
 CONDUCTED BY CHARLES DICKENS. . o P

B e S— this aspect we regard the plant as ministering
ST, RN LA Ll e 5 to the sustenance of the whole animal werld

—————

and above sll, of mankind : not alone furnish-
ing the basis of the existence of the human
race, but affording the materials for bound-
less appliances of comfort and convenisnoe

This material relation of the vegetable world
although maost important, socially considered
sesthetically must be regarded as the meansast
since it ultimately concems the animal re-
quirements of each individual, howsver much
these may be glossed ower by refinement

Far more lofty is the part which the plant
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world plays in the regulation of the all-em-
bracing operations of the universe. The

scorched and reinless desolation of the Sa-
hara, and the overflowing weslth of vitality
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in the humid forests of the gorgeously cothed
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tropics, partly owe their characteristic pecu-

il
i B
i

Hal
i
i

liarities to the action of the plant oesation.
Warying states of climate, dry or humid at-
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mosphere, parched or moist soil, scanty or

abundant development of animal, and espe-
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ciglly of human, life, in the mass, find their
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ing conditions in the nature and sxtent

|

of local wegetstion. Hersin the vegetetble
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world is related to the well-being and actusal
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3 Leisurely business
The ‘Uncommercial Traveller’

All the Year Round X (29" August 1863)

Image courtesy of the National Marltlme Museum

#...for that, as it seems, they come home
to men’s business and bosoms.”

(Francis Bacon, Preface, Essays, 1625)

THE UNIVERSITY OF

BUCKINGHAM

14  [August 29,16863.)

ALL THE YEAR ROUND,

[Conducted by

this is but note of preparation—the day when the
scuppers that are now fitting like great dry
thirsty conduit-pipes, shall run red. All these
busy figures between decks, dimly seen bending
at their work in smoke and fire, are as nothing
to the figures that shall do work here of another
kind in smoke and fire, that day. These steam-
worked enginés alongside, helping the ship by
travelling to and fro, and wafting tons of iron
plates about, as though they were so many leaves
of trees, would be rent limb from limb if they
stood by her for a minute then. To think that
this Achilles, monstrous compound of iron tank
and oaken chest, can ever swim orroll! To think
that any force of wind and wave could ever break
her! To think that wherever I see a glowing red-
hot iron point thrust out of her side from within
—as 1 do now, there, and there, and there |—and
two waiching men on astage without, with bared
arms and sl mers, strike at it fiercely,
and repeat their blows until it is black and flat,
I see a rivet being driven home, of which there
are many in every iron plate, and thousands upon
thousands in the ship! To think that the diili-
culty I experience in appreciating the ship’s size
when I am on boaril, arises from her being a
series of iron tanks and caken chnis, so that
internally she is ever finishing and ever
ning, and half of her might be smashed, and yet
the remaining half suffice and be sound, Then,
to go over the side again and down among the
ooze and wet to the bottom of the dock, in the
depths of the subterrancan forest of dog-shores
and stays that hold her up, and to see the im-
mense mass bulging out against the upper light,
and tapering down towards me, is, with great
pains and much clambering, to arrive at an im-
possibility of realising that this is a ship af all,
and to become possessed by the fancy that it
is an enormous immovable edifice set up in an
anecient amphitheatre (say, that at Verona), and al-
most filling it! Yet what would even these things
be, without the tributary workshops and their
mechanical powers for piercing the iron plates—
four inches and a half thick—for rivets, shaping
them under hydraulic pressure to the finest
tapering turns of the ship's lines, and parin,
them away, with knives shaped like the benks of
strong and cruel birds, to the micest reguire-
ments of the design! These machines of tre-
mendous force, so easily directed by one atten-
tive face and presiding hand, seem Lo me to have
in them something of the retiring character of
the Yard. “Obedient monster, please to bite
this mass of iron through and through, at equal
distances, where these regular chalk-marks are,
all round,” Monster looks at its work, and
lifting its ponderous head, replies, “ L don’t par-
ticularly want to do it; buf if it must be
done— " The solid metal wnggles out, hof
from the monster's crunching tooth, and if &
done. “Dutiful monster, observe this other mass
of iron. It is required to be pared away, accord-
to this delicately lessening and arhitrary
lme wlm:h please to look at.* Monster (who

has been in a reverie) brings down its blunt head,
and, much in the manner of Doctor Jahnwn,
closely looks along the line—very closely, being
somewhat near-sighted. “I don’t particularly
want to do it; but if it must be done— 1
Monster takes another near-sighted look, takes
aim, and the tortured picce writhes off, and falls,

a hot tight-twisted snuL.e, among the ashes. The
making of the rivets is merely a pretty round
game, played by a man and a boy, who put red
hot barley-sugar in a Pope Joan board, and im-
mediately rivets fall out of window ; but the tone
of the great machines is the tone of the great
Yard and the great eountry: “ We don’t par-
tieularly want to do it; but if it must be
done—1"

How such a prodigious mass as the Achilles
can ever be held by such comparatively little
anchors as those intended for her and lying near
her liere, is a mystery of scamanship which 1 will
refer to the wise boy. For my own part, I should
as soon have thought of tethering an elephant
to a tent-peg, or the larger hippopotamus in the
Zoological Gardens to my shirt-pin. Yonder in
the river, alongside a hulk, lie two of this ship’s
hollow iron masts. ey are large enough for
the eye, 1 find, and so are all her other appliances.

begin- | I wonder why only her anchors look small.

I have no present time to think about it, for
I am going to see the workshops where they
make all the oars used in the British Navy. A
pretty large pile of building, I opine, and a pretty
long job! As to the building, I am soon disap-
pointed, because the work is all done in one loft,
And as to a long job——what is this? Two
rather large mangles with a swarm of buiterflies
hovering over them? What ean there be in the
mangles that attracts butterflies ?

Drawing nearer, I discern thai these are not
mangles, but intricate machines, set with knives
and saws and planes, which cut smooth and
straight here, and slantwise tham, and now cot
such a depth, and now nuss lmmng altogether,

ding to the pred ed req ts of the
pieces of wood that are pushed on below them :
w:hofv.hwhpleﬁesm to be an var, and is
g | roughly adapted to that purpese before it takes
its final leave of far-off forests, and sails for
England. Likewise I discern that the butier-
flies are not true butterflies, but wooden shav-
ings, which, being spirfed up from the wood
by the violence of the machinery, and kept in
rapid and not equal movement by the impulse
of its rotation on the air, flutter and play, and
rise and fall, and conduet themselves as like
butterilies as heart could wish. Suddenly the
noise and motion ccase, and the butterflics drop
dead. An oar bas been made since I came in,
wanting the shaped handle. As quickly as I can
follow it with my eye and thought, the same oar
is carried to a burning lathe. A whirl and a
Nick! Handle made. Oar ﬁmshed.
'I‘he mumte beauty and aiﬁmancr of this
need o il but bhappen to
hﬂeapomted ﬂlmatmto-dnj‘ A pair of oars
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