
“I am a despot in nature, that is perfectly true; and every strong 
willed man is a natural despot; but a despot is not always a tyrant, 
nor am I one  I cannot help feeling strongly; my constitution was nor am I one. I cannot help feeling strongly; my constitution was 
given to me by my Maker. I cannot help my tendency to prefer my 
own views to other people’s. I have acquired all I know amidst 
suffering and privation, … A self educated man is always strongly 
opinionated – for he feels he owes his mental superiority to no p p y
other man‘s teaching. Such a man is ever jealous of other people’s 
control – and is never likely to seek fetters for his opinion.”                   
(Thomas Cooper, Leicestershire Mercury ,1842)



 Charles Dickens’s Weekly Magazines (1850-70) 
and the ‘business of leisure’



 Charles Dickens’s apprenticeship in journalism 



 ‘Conducted by Charles Dickens’  



 Formats and ‘hybrids’ 
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 Supplements 
Household Words Narrative (1850-55)
Household Words Almanac (1856 7)Household Words Almanac (1856-7)



 Fiction for the Working Man … of Leisure 



Household Words Editor’s chair
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 Merging into Modern Times 
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 Betasite Homepage: work in progress 



 Choosing a page to start correcting 
[Contributors wanted!][Contributors wanted!]



 Data mining with DJO 
Advanced searching / Text-to-Speech Advanced searching / Text to Speech 



 Data Mining 
Testing attributionsg

through computational
stylistics



 Uses in Education and the Classroom 
Video and Film clips Video and Film clips 
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 Leisurely business 
The ‘Uncommercial Traveller’ 
at Chatham Dockyard
All the Year Round X (29th August 1863)
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“…for that, as it seems, they come home 
to men’s business and bosoms.”

(Francis Bacon, Preface, Essays, 1625)


